by Dr. Tom Leonard

Coaching Moments Create a Culture
of Mentoring
My fifth year out of college found me teaching math in the Crystal Lake
Central and South high schools. I considered myself a proficient teacher,
but there were still a few students I could not motivate. Granted, the
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ambiguous Law of Sines in trigonometry is not the most exciting topic to
16 year olds. Determined to reach them, I asked my students, “Who is
the most motivating teacher or coach you’ve ever had?” ¶ A few names
popped up, but one was mentioned most often: Bill Mack, the long-time
varsity football coach at Crystal Lake Central High School. Although I
had never played football, I asked Coach Mack if I could work with him
in the fall as a volunteer assistant. He quizzed me about football and I
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replied honestly that I understood little about the game. However, I told
him I was good at math and I would gladly keep statistics for the team.
He agreed, reserving my seat on the sidelines where I could observe him
as he mentored and coached his young athletes.
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