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springtime, when representatives from Jonathan
Green products are usually there and can test it for
them, as well as discuss with them what they want
from their lawn and how to achieve those goals.
Find out how much water your plants need
to grow. It is possible to water too much or too
little, Brown says. Also, remember to put supports
in place to prevent large plants from bending and
breaking.
Weeds are the bully of all gardens. Unless
treated with weed killer or pulled on a regular
basis, weeds can put the kibosh on all of your
hard work. Brown recommends placing fabric
weed block between plants to prevent weeds from
growing. Using mulch is another way to keep
down weeds and maintain healthy soil.
Answering the call for organic gardens. Ace
carries pesticide-free plants, organic soils, and
seeds to grow your own fresh herbs and vegetables. For homeowners who prefer to tend a small
garden, Ace carries garden boxes made of natural
cedar that can be placed on a patio or anywhere
in your yard.
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Once your garden is set, it’s time to think about the area surrounding it. Ace carries sand for resetting brick pavers, LED lightbulbs that
last for 20 years and save homeowners 75 percent to 80 percent on their
electricity bills, and sleek Weber charcoal and gas grills in trendy shades
like blue and green, or classic stainless steel and copper. The choices
don’t end there. Ace sells ceramic charcoal grills by Kamado Joe and
coal and wood pellets. Customers can also pick up propane for gas grills
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and exchange their old cylinders at the store for new ones, or fill it up

— Artist Chi Farley

natural wood-burning grills by Traeger, along with many types of char-

again at the propane station. “We want to be your grilling headquarters
in Barrington,” Brown says. He carries a variety of innovative grilling
accessories, like trays used to cook a number of s’mores at the same
time and prevent chicken wings from falling between the grids.
Ace will deliver and assemble grills costing $399 or more. For a fee,
it will also deliver large orders of merchandise that doesn’t fit in customers’ cars. Thirsty? Relax and enjoy a drink from a Yeti insulated cup.
It keeps coffee steaming hot from morning until night and cold drinks
cool. Place ice cubs at the base of the cup and hours later, Brown says,
the ice will still be there.
Heading indoors, Ace sells popular, award-winning brands of paint
and Amy Howard refinishing products to make old furniture look new
and new furniture appear old. If you’re not a do-it-yourself type, check
out Brown’s running list of tradesmen he keeps for that purpose.
With space in the 8,000-square-foot store at a premium, Brown can

Welcome to FlutterFab Boutique!
Eyelash Extensions are our specialty.
And now we have added Eyebrow
Microblading, the newest, hottest trend, to
our menu of services.
In addition to our salon, we have a
large selection of unique women’s
apparel and accessories.
Visit us soon.
We look forward to seeing you!
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FlutterFab Boutique
100 E. Station St. #155
Barrington
224-848-4357

order anything carried by Ace that’s not on the sales floor.
After retiring from a lengthy career selling cosmetics for Estee
Lauder, Brown filled a void in the marketplace and opened Ace Hardware. Barrington went without a local hardware store for seven years.
Now it has a one-stop-shop to meet the specific needs of residents, a
place to pick up salt for their water softeners, moving supplies, lawn
and garden equipment, and advice on how to successfully complete just
about any project. With the 5th anniversary of the store’s grand opening
approaching, Brown is grateful for the customers in his trade area who
keep the business growing each year.
Melanie Kalmar is a freelance writer, specializing in human interest and
business features. When she’s not writing, she enjoys spending time with
her family.
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