Q u i n tessential Barringt o n

BY BARBARA L. BENSON

Edith’s garden was designed by her neighbor,
Mrs. Robert Hammond, who in 1925 became the
first president of the newly chartered The Garden
Club of Barrington. Edith Reichmann was the
vice-president and with its charter members was
part of the social transformation of Barrington’s
countryside from gentleman farms to country
estates.
Reichmann’s story is told in clear, beautiful language that might seem quaint today. He chronicles
the few failures and the many successes,especially
their efforts to restore part of the property (which
had been extensively grazed) to its native state.
The Reichmanns were among the first conservaPHOTO: ISTOCK.COM/CHIKAPHOTOGRAPH

tionists in Barrington, and the restoration of some

Oakdene
EDITH AND ALEXANDER REICHMANN’S EARLY 20TH
CENTURY GARDEN SPLENDOR

T

20 acres took almost 15 years.
Their joy at the emergence of oak saplings and
wildflowers from the previous tangle of brush and
weeds caused them to join The Wildflower Preservation Society, Inc. “Young oak trees began to
emerge from the welter, and the wild flowers of
the spring and summer signaled the return to nature’s estate”. They called it Wildwood.
The cultivation of their rose garden was an
enduring success, for that, unlike many of their
endeavors, survived the Second World War years
when help was scarce. Fifty varieties of roses
suited to the climate were included in Mrs. Hammond’s original design: Hybrid Teas, Hybrid Perpetuals, climbing roses, and bush roses. For the
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The story of Oakdene tells of gentler times
when Barrington was transitioning from a rural
farm community to a growing village in the 1920s.
Unbeknownst to many, the Reichmanns’ Oakdene
legacy remains an inspiration for Barrington area
gardeners and conservationists of today.
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The Reichmanns were from rural Le Mars,
Iowa, he a country lawyer who brought his skills
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rose garden. They made a variety of wines, stored
in barrels in their wine cellar.
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The story of Oakdene is told in Reichmann’s

has walked with our history
since she first arrived here
in 1980.

