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Baltimore Oriole

A Baltimore Oriole nestling.

Birds of Barrington:
BALTIMORE ORIOLE
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And what a miracle of avian architecture is the
nest. It is a hanging pouch, woven of fine plant
fibers, horsehair, and other long, pliable materials. I have seen an Oriole’s nest in a city park that
sported the green plastic “grass” used to line commercial Easter egg baskets. But a country Oriole’s
nest almost always features horsehair as a major
component. In early May, female Orioles can be
spotted hard at work, stripping the outer fibers
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Oriole—not as brilliantly colored, but no less interesting for its nest architecture and remarkable
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The Year of the Bird: 2018 marks the centennial of the
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Migratory Bird Treaty Act, the most powerful and important
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bird-protection law ever passed. In honor of this milestone,
Cornell Lab of Ornithology and BirdLife International will join
forces with more than 100 other organizations and millions of
people around the world to celebrate 2018 as the “Year of the
Bird”. What bird populations do usefully indicate is the health
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ought to matter—is that they are our last, best connection to
vivid and widespread representatives of the Earth as it was
before people arrived on it.” (Nat Geo, Jan. 2018)
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